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broadcasts of defiance against the United States and Great Britain
in vitriolic terms and enunciating Japanese chauvinism at its worst.
In two long talks of several hours this Japanese made infer alia two
astonishing statements. One statement was that he had carefully
examined all of Mr, Hull's published utterances since the beginning
of the China campaign and had reached the conclusion that Mr.
Hull was profoundly right in everything that he has said and that
Japan is wrong.4 The fact that the Japanese under reference is a
substantial and hardheaded type is sufficient to disprove the thought
that he might have been using soft soap for ulterior motives. The
second thing he said is even more significant, namely that, in his
carefully considered opinion, the China Incident can never be solved
until Japan makes up her mind : (i) to deal directly with Chiang
Kai-shek ; (2) to permit the interference (I think he meant media-
tion) of third interested powers, and (3) to define the " new order in
East Asia." For a nationalistically minded Japanese to say this to
the American Ambassador was, I submit, highly symptomatic.
Time, I believe, will play into our hands if we allow nature to
take its course unhindered by us. By hindrances I mean steps in the
nature of sanctions. What I have felt—and preached—for a long
time, I feel still more certainly now. To-day I have been talking
separately with two Americans—Brooks Emeny, author of The Strategy
of Raw Materials, and Jimmie Young, whose recent imprisonment,
trial, and conviction for allegedly spreading false rumours about
the Japanese Army might well have adversely affected his objective
views concerning Japan. Each of these men* separately, agreed
completely and genuinely with my thesis.
One of them, Emeny, recently asked a prominent Japanese what
he thought would happen if the United States declared a legal em-
bargo against Japan. The Japanese replied that the result would
depend somewhat on the way it was done. If the step were taken
in a way that would injure Japan's " face," retaliation would occur
regardless of the outcome. It is difficult to see how a legal embargo
could be imposed without injuring Japanese face because, even if
it were labelled ostensibly for the purpose of conserving American
resources, the Japanese would know better simply because a punitive
embargo has so long been threatened, and things would almost certainly
happen here which might well render Japanese-American relations
precarious.
Many American writers and speakers discount the possibility of
Japan's declaring war on the United States under any circumstances,
especially while the former has her hands full in China, but what
those speakers and writers do not understand is the potential intensity
of Japanese nationalistic fanaticism, represented by important
elements in the Army as well as the civilian population, which not
only could and would halt in its tracks the efforts of the present
Government and the liberal-minded elements in the country to steer
a course of conciliating the United States, but also could and probably

